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There is international agreement that the war-affected ought to take charge of their recovery as 

soon as possible after intervention. This principle has emerged gradually over the past three 

decades but recent changes in policy and practice reflect a new level of consensus and 

commitment at the field level. The strategy of Community Driven Recovery crystallises this 

principle and its application by UNDP and the World Bank among other agencies across a wide 

range of post-conflict contexts demonstrates its popular appeal. This session will assess the value 

of Community Driven Recovery by drawing upon an extensive field study in Afghanistan. The 

presenter will argue that it has been an effective though flawed international-led response to local 

needs during the difficult transition out of war. In particular, the findings demonstrate the unique 

ability of Community Driven Recovery to create tangible change by triggering the reform of 

formal and informal institutions of governance in addition to public attitudes during the early  and 

medium-term period of recovery. Nevertheless, the research also reveals critical gaps and 

weaknesses that remind policymakers and practitioners that this is not an adequate strategy for 

long-term state-building.  
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